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National Realtors Association
Three Salespeople Liable in Radon Disclosure Case
PITTSBURGH--Three realty salespeople have been ordered to pay $30,000 in damages for allegedly failing to disclose information about high radon levels in a listed house.

The trial, in the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, was one of the first in the nation dealing with nondisclosure of high levels of radon, according to attorneys involved in the case.

Radon is a gas that leaks naturally from the ground in some areas. It's considered a health hazard when found in high concentrations in a house.

Two of the salespeople, from Prudential Preferred Realty, shared the listing on the Pittsburgh house. The third sales associate, from Howard Hanna Real Estate Co., acted as a subagent and worked with the buyers.

The house was tested for radon before its purchase in 1992, and the test indicated a negligible radon level. After the buyers moved into the $172,000 house, they discovered from a contractor that a test done two years earlier had shown very high radon levels, according to attorneys.

The buyers sued the sellers and all three salespeople, charging misrepresentation and fraud in connection with the failure to disclose the prior test results. The two listing salespeople said they had disclosed the test results to the subagent. The subagent denied being told.

''What this came down to was one salesperson's word against another's,'' says attorney David Kuhn, who represented the listing sales associates.

The jury found the sellers not liable, apparently believing the sellers' claim that they had disclosed everything they knew to the listing salespeople. The jury found all three salespeople liable under the state's Unfair Trade Practices and Consumer Protection Law.
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Radon, Lead, and Mold: Issues in Real Estate

In cooperation with the Environmental Protection Agency, the National Association of REALTORS® developed this course to educate the real estate professional on environmental hazards including what to look for and who to call for abatement. 

Course topics include; 
  Health Risks of Radon 

  Safe Radon Levels 

  Testing & Mitigation Needs & Methodology 

  Disclosure Requirements 


Organization:   
National Association of REALTORS®

Course Length:   
3 hours

Available Online:   
Yes

Additional Information:   
  Only available online at REALTOR® University
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Designation or    Certification:   
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This course can be credited towards the following designations or certifications: 
NONE; 






Contact Information:
Phone:    
800-874-6500 ext. 3298

FAX:    
312-670-1576

Email:    
Online Education Manager
Web Site:    
REALTOR® University
Education Page:    
www.REALTOR.org/RealtorUniversity
	

	


