Letter to Larry Lohman, Deputy Director – Building Official, El Dorado County Development Services Department,  1/14/08, regarding Radon Ordinance.

Larry,
Thanks for the note.  As you may already know, or will learn shortly from your research, the two most popular models for radon ordinances are the simple standard Appendix F from the IRC, and the newer more complicated but possibly more thorough standard written by ASTM: ASTM E1465-07A.   The EPA recommends ASTM 2121 but that standard will probably be outdated by ASTM E1465-07A when it is finally adopted.  The problem, of course in having multiple, complicated or conflicting standards is that it becomes a problem for builders to understand just what it is they have to do, and it is a nightmare for the inspectors to understand all the subtle nuances of the ordinance to be able to determine if an installation meets the letter and the spirit of the law.  I still think the simple yet complete Appendix F of the IRC, with the recommended addition of two statements to require testing before the installation can be finalized and to require the addition of a fan if it does not reduce the radon below the EPA action level (see attachment), is the easiest to write, to adopt, to follow, and to manage.  That's still my recommendation.  


Some resources that may help your research: 
1.  George Faggella, the California Department of Public Health Radon Officer who addressed the Board at their Tahoe meeting in December, would be a good person to bring into the discussion. 
2.  George's Nevada counterpart, Adrian Howe, of the Nevada State Health Division Radon Program, is an advocate of ASTM E1465-07A.  
3.  AARST, The American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists, of which I am a member, has a somewhat dated National Radon Standards Forum which I did not find too helpful, but they are a resource.  
4.  Fort Collins, CO has adopted Appendix F with some modifications.
5.  And of course there are the many states such as Minnesota, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Iowa and others that have adopted radon ordinances for their states or for specific communities with high radon levels.  They vary in their choice of radon ordinances models, yet Appendix F is used by many.


And I am available as a resource also.  I am certified by the State of California Radon Office as being able to perform radon services in California.  Though I am not a contractor and do not perform radon mitigation, I consult with homeowners and builders on methods and supplies to use to reduce radon in residential buildings.  I am also a member of AARST and I am certified by the NEHA-NRPP (National Environmental Health Association - National Radon Proficiency Program).  Please let me know if I can help in the process of writing a radon ordinance.


Jeff Miner
Radon At Tahoe
http://www.RadonAtTahoe.com
530-577-7293



larryl@co.el-dorado.ca.us wrote: 


Jeff, 
The BOS has directed us to move forward. 
Thanks.

Larry Lohman, Deputy Director - Building Official
El Dorado County Development Services Department
2850 Fairlane Court
Placerville, California 95667 


	Jeff Miner <jeffminer@etahoe.com> 

01/07/2008 10:40 PM 

Please respond to
jeffminer@etahoe.com 


	To 

Larry Lohman <larryl@co.el-dorado.ca.us> 

cc 

Norma Santiago Board of Supervisors District 5 <bosfive@co.el-dorado.ca.us>, Virginia Huber EDC Environmental Management Dept <vhuber@co.el-dorado.ca.us> 

Subject 

Radon Resolution and Awareness Plan 







Larry,
Weather has canceled my plans of attending the presentation of the Radon 
Resolution and Radon Awareness Plan at the Board meeting tomorrow.  
However I wanted to congratulate Environmental Management and 
Development Services for their efforts to get those items before the 
Board.  I noticed in item 6 of the Radon Awareness Plan that 
Environmental Management  is recommending that Development Services 
adopt the RRNC code for the Tahoe area (similar to Appendix F of the 
International Residential Code). 

When we last spoke, before the holidays, you expressed that you were not 
inclined to move on a radon ordinance unless you were directed to do so 
by the Board of Supervisors.  I wonder if you are planning on moving 
ahead with a radon ordinance now that Environmental Management has 
recommended it, or if you still need the formal direction of the Board 
of Supervisors.  In either case, please call me if I can be of 
assistance in the formulation of a radon ordinance for El Dorado County.

Jeff Miner
Radon At Tahoe
http://www.RadonAtTahoe.com
530-577-7293
