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Response to Radon Article

I wanted to clarify some statements made by Adam Jensen in his excellent article on radon on 1/15/07.  Since the EPA has designated January as Radon Action Month, it is appropriate to let radon out of the closet and discuss it in the open, especially in areas of high radon concentration such as Tahoe.  First, there are no “safe” levels of radon; any radioactivity carries risks of causing cancer, it is a function of intensity and time.  The EPA originally designated 4 pCi/L (picocuries per liter) as the “action level” because the risk were relatively low and it was possible to reduce radon to below that level through mitigation, not because it was inherently “safe.”  Most homes can now be fixed to the 1 or 2 pCi/L level through EPA mitigation measures.  Second, the extent of radon in this area is one of our best kept secrets.  A 1989 statewide radon study concluded that “the highest level was measured in the Sierra Nevada region…indicat(ing) 11- 45% of homes are above the U.S. EPA action level.”  This high estimate was confirmed by a study of radon tests in California by zip codes taken from the state radon test database available to anyone on the web.  This study showed that selected communities in the Sierra Nevada near Tahoe have on average 43% of homes over the EPA action limit.  Some states, such as New Jersey, regard communities over 25% as Tier 1 and “require” all new homes be built with Radon Resistant New Construction (RRNC) techniques.  Building departments at Tahoe have thus far been reluctant to follow those code guidelines.  Third, the article did not say how to get the test kit, free to California residents.  Call the Radon hotline 1-800-745-7236 or email gfaggell@dhs.ca.gov and leave your address and a test kit will be mailed to you.  More details on the above study and information on testing and fixing your home are available at www.RadonAtTahoe.com.
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